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Thepollinatorsfrom the France-Wallonie-Vlaanderenarea area valuableresourcebut arealsogreatly
threatened. To protect these pollinators, it is necessaryto develop a transborder organisation that
would be able to leadcoordinatedactionsand enhancecollaborationbetweenregions. Indeed,isolated
actions from different sides of the border would have low chances to lead to the sustainable
managementof the pollinationresource.
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TheSAPOLLproject alsoorganisesadditionalactionswhichwill facilitate the sharingof skillsandthe homogenisationof knowledge. Indeed,scientificknowledge,expertise
in awarenessraisingor naturalistskillsareveryheterogeneouson the cross-borderterritory.

Communication and awareness 
raising actions 

Reconnection of naturalist 
networks

Monitoring of pollinators

A pilot project: In order to respondto the needsof politiciansandmanagersof naturalareas,a pilot project is
establishedby the Départementdu Pas-de-Calais. The aim is to set up favourablemeasuresfor pollinators on
roadsideswhilst assessingfinancial and technical constraints (fig. 2,3,4).

www.sapoll.eu
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Fig.1 Thecross-border areaandthe partnersof the SAPOLLproject.

Protecting wild pollinators ɀthat is to say wild
bees, hoverflies and butterflies ɀis a major issue
in our regions where these insectsare essential to
agriculture and ecosystemsmaintenance.

A cross-border action plan for wild pollinators
Where?TheSAPOLLactionplanconcernsWallonia, Flandersand north of France(fig. 1) andwill be adapted
to the localcontextof eachregion.

Who ? Thisproject gathers8 partners that are universities,associationsand public services(fig. 1). Theaction
planwill howeverbe madetogether with localpeople(citizens, stakeholders,businessmanagersandmanagers
of naturalareas).

What? Thisplan will encouragethe development of actions for pollinators conservation and spreadadapted
scientificanddidacticinformation.

Fig.2Field work on experimentalroadsidesin north
of France.

Fig.3The implantation of a meadowon the roadsides
nearArras (59, France).
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The monitoring carried out in the SAPOLLproject
will allow usto get enoughinformation to point out
the pollinators hotspots in the region and to
prioritizeconservationactions.

C. D.B.A.

Fig.4The SAPOLL project focuseson 3 main groups of pollinatorsthat are the wild bees(A : the bumblebeeBombus pascuorum; B : the solitarybeeColletesdaviesanus), the hoverflies(C : the mimeticfly Eristalisintricaria) and the butterflies �~�����W���š�Z�����^map�_��butterfly Araschnialevana).

Fig.5 A natural reserve with orchids and other
flowering plants. Natural reserves can be very
goodspotsto observewild pollinators.
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Installation of insecthostels
& distribution of kits in 

schools

Organisation of events and 
conferences on wild 

pollinators

Field excursions and 
guided tours in natural 

sites

Promotion of citizen
sciences and diffusion of 
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Thanks to this naturalist community, the
monitoring of pollinatorswill be improvedand will
continuefor a long time!

Thenaturalist network in the cross-border areawill
be interconnected and homogenisedthrough the
animationof workinggroupsandtrainingcourses.

Fig.6 A male of Anthophora plumipes on
someones�[finger. Particpatingto citizensciencesis
a goodwayto get to knowpollinators.

Fig.7 A naturalistr shows how to build
�]�v�•�����š�•�[�Z�}�•�š���oto kidsduringa specialevent.

Fig.8 Anexampleof insecthostelwith mellifereous
plantsnearby.

Fig.10 A naturalist giving courses on wild bees
identification. The sharing of entomological
knowledge is enssential to guaranty the
conservationof wild pollinators.

Fig.9 Volunteers observe a wild bee captured
during an excursion organized by the walloon
pollinator working group. Working groups are a
goodopportunity for citizensto learnentomology.

This action is essentialto evaluate the pollinators
healthyon the cross-borderterritory anddistinguish
high-priority areasfor conservation.

Fig.11 An exampleof a databasewith apoidsdata.
It is essentialto work with a commondatabaseto
study pollinators of the cross-border area. The
transborderdatabasethat we will implement will
support scientific investigations related to the
SAPOLLproject.

Fig.12 Map of the sampling effort (number of
recoded data since 2000) for bumblebeesin the
cross-border area. We need to identify
undersampledareasin the SAPOLLregion in order
to organizepollinators samplingand to improve
our knowledgeat localscale.


